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Cherry Hill Seminary
Report to Covenant of the Goddess, August 2021

Cherry Hill Seminary is grateful for the ongoing support of Covenant of the Goddess members, making possible year-round
distance education for leadership, ministry and personal growth, including open short courses called Insights, the Community
Ministry Certificate, Spiritual Direction Certificate, graduate degrees, and print lessons for incarcerated Pagans. Key activities in
the past year:

e  Spiritual Direction Certificate launched its first cohort. Our program is unique because it not only helps spiritual directors to
be deeply grounded in their own spiritual identity, but also equips them to practice with clients of a variety of (and no)
spiritual identities. This 24-month, fully virtual program is the first of its kind, as currently there are no programs grounded
in earth-relating/deities-honoring spiritualities.

¢ More than ten new graduate students were admitted in the past year and are pursuing their degree.

¢ The Community Ministry Certificate was awarded to three individuals; about twenty new students began their program, and
several more are nearing completion. No degree is required, and at this time Sacred Well Congregation will accept the CMC
in lieu of its education as part of an application to become clergy. We encourage other Pagan organizations to use the CMC
for training their members. Those holding this certification may add the letters “CMC” to their formal signature and are
authorized to commission a CMC clergy stole.

¢ Comingtothe Center is an online program series, free and open to the public once each semester, featuring interviews with
noted Pagan scholars and leaders. The first program presented Andras Corban Arthen, the summer program was with Katrina
Messenger, and this fall hosts Don Frew.

¢ Votariesisthe new CHS alumni group. The Votaries held its first Professor of the Year event in 2021, awarding it to Dr. Deirdre
Sommerlad-Rogers. The Votaries also sponsor at least one lecture each year in the new Coming to the Center series.

¢ This summer Dr. Margo Wolfe has been retained to conduct a complete curriculum review, update all standards and
procedures, as part of our continuing work towards application for accredition.

¢ Anew volunteer has joined our staff in the area of student records and procedures. Mason Davenport, a university registrar
by profession, is advising CHS as we search for new records systems and implement them (hopefully in 2022).

e Liz Watkin, our Newsletter Coordinator, was promoted to the position of Program Coordinator, managing the CMC program
and assisting the academic dean as needed.

e After nearly seven years of volunteer service to CHS, Academic Dean Dr. Candace Kant has announced her retirement. She
will continue to carry out the duties of the academic dean while CHS searches for a new dean.

¢ We grieved the passing of Wendy Griffin, Academic Dean Emerita. The new alumni group, Votaries, named its Professor of
the Year award in her honor, and was able to send her a gift honoring her which was kept at her bedside during her final days.

¢ Hundreds of inmates order Pagan Life Academy lessons each year, giving them access to affordable, basic, values-based
material which can be used privately or with a small group.

¢ We receive regular requests for information and assistance from prison chaplains, college religion instructors, interfaith
leaders and others, from around the country.

For more information, contact us at CHS@cherryhillseminary.org or visit www.cherryhillseminary.org
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